
 

 

Flexibility: The Key Enabler for the Integration of Mass Renewable 
Energy 

December 10th, 14:05-15:15, Chile Pavilion Auditorium 

Power systems are in a state of flux as they seek to integrate mass renewable energy, 
balance increasingly diverse and distributed energy resources, manage more active 
participation from the demand side, and take advantage of the rise of electromobility and 
smarter, more efficient devices.  The challenge for policy makers is how to create 
regulatory frameworks and policy settings that encourage additional flexibility within a 
cleaner electricity system, whilst maintaining affordability and reliability. 

Setting: 

The 70 minutes session will be conducted in the following manner: 

 Scene Setting (8 minutes) 

 Moderator Opening Remarks (5 minutes) 

 Audience Interaction through Polling Questions (5 minutes) 

 Panelist Keynote Messages (5 minutes each) 

 Moderated Panel Discussion (22 minutes) 

 Moderator Wrap-up and Conclusions (5 minutes) 

Role Name Charge Entity/Country 

Scene setting 
Dr. Dolf 
Gielen 

Director of  
Innovation and 
Technology Centre 

IRENA 

Moderator 
Mr. Christian 
Zinglersen 

Head of CEM Secretariat 
CLEAN ENERGY 
MINISTERIAL 

Panelist 1 
Mrs. María Fernandez 
Suárez Londoño 

Minister of Energy COLOMBIA 

Panelist 2 Ms. Kadri Simson Commissioner for Energy EUROPEAN UNION 

Panelist 3 Mr. Aziz Rabbah 
Minister of Energy, Mining, 
and Sustainable 
Development 

MOROCCO 

Panelist 4 
Mr. Francesco La 
Camera 

Director-General IRENA 

Panelist 5 
Mr. Juan Carlos 
Olmedo 

President 
NATIONAL ELECTRIC 
COORDINATOR-CHILE 



 

 

Many thanks for accepting the Ministry of Energy invitation to play an active role in Energy 

Day – COP25. We are delighted to have your presence at this important event. 

All the themed sessions will have a Davos-style format, which will provide a forum for very 

dynamic discussion between the panellists facilitated by the moderator. 

The moderator will lead the discussion, firstly introducing the panel and, secondly, 

allowing a 5 minute intervention by each panellist in which they present their respective 

key messages. 

This intervention will be delivered directly from the panellist´s chair and can be 

accompanied by a maximum of 2 or 3 slides supporting the key messages. Please note 

that it won´t be a proper power-point presentation from the podium. 

After the key messages have been delivered, the moderator will lead the discussion in 

the framework of the content guidelines described in the attached concept note. 

Also, we propose a poll mechanism to actively interact with the audience, who will be 

invited to answer a couple of questions based on the concept note via their mobile 

phones that will be shown on the screen. The system will project the audience answers to 

the questions straightaway so that the main trends of the answers can be a part of the 

moderator’s opening and scene setting. 

The languages of the session will be both English and Spanish. The translation service 

between these two languages will be provided to the panellists and to the audience, if 

requested. 

The moderator will be responsible for keeping the session on time, so the panellists are 

kindly asked to adhere to their allotted speaking time to make this task easier. 

The moderator of the session will be: Christian Zinglersen, Head of Clean Energy 

Ministerial Secretariat. E-mail:   Ellina Levina Ellina.LEVINA@cemsecretariat.org 

We encourage the moderator and all the panellists to hold a conference call, or to meet 

in-person in Madrid, in the days prior to Energy Day, to define the details and the content 

of the session. 
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If possible, Mr. Federico Bernardelli, General Coordinator of Energy Day, will join the 

meeting, so please keep him copied in the conversation loop between the session 

members. 

The moderator and the panellists are requested to reply to this email, confirming their 

participation in the panel and sharing their personal bio by Tuesday, December 3rd, 19:00 

GMT+1. 

The panellists are also invited to send the file they would eventually like to show on the 

screen for their key messages by Sunday, December 8th, 13:00 GMT+1, to the following 

email addresses: 

Federico Bernardelli: fbernardelli@minenergia.cl 

Adelaida Baeriswyl: abaeriswyl@minenergia.cl 

Catalina Machicao: catalina.machicao@giz.de 

Natalia Esbry: nesbry@minenergia.cl 

Gabriel Prudencio: gprudencio@minenergia.cl 

Carlos Barria: cbarria@minenergia.cl 

contenidosCOP25@cop25.cl 

 

The contact points at the Chilean Pavilion will be: 

Mr. Gabriel Prudencio, Head of Sustainable Energy Division, Ministry of Energy, CHILE      

E-mail: gprudencio@minenergia.cl                                    Phone number: +56 9 943 74 241 

 

Mr. Carlos Barría, Head of Forecast and Regulatory Impact Assessment, Ministry of 

Energy, CHILE:   E-mail: cbarria@minenergia.cl               Phone number: +56 9 797 66 702 

 

Mr. Federico Bernardelli, Energy Day - COP25 General Coordinator, Ministry of Energy, 

CHILE   E-mail: fbernardelli@gmail.com           Phone number: +56 9 566 46 878
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CONCEPT NOTE 
Flexibility: The Key Enabler for the Integration of Mass Renewable Energy 

Location: Chile Pavilion 
Auditorium 

Date: 12/10/2019 Start: 14:05 End: 15:15 

 
Context: 
Power systems across the globe are in a state of flux as they adapt to a major paradigm shift in which the patterns of 
demand and supply are shifting as innovation and falling costs have increased the penetration of variable renewables 
energy and expanded the market for new distributed technology needed to manage their integration into existing 
networks. This transformation is only expected to accelerate as higher shares of renewable energy resources are 
needed to achieve carbon-neutrality in the energy sector, and other system-wide disruptions emerge, including the 
retirement of baseload thermal power plants, increasing deployment of distributed energy resources, more active 
participation from the demand side, and a change in energy consumption and supply patterns with the rise of 
electromobility and new technological alternatives like energy storage. Policy makers have to manage this step-
change in order to increase the share of renewable energy resources in their energy mix while ensuring system 
flexibility, resiliency and stability. Simultaneously, these evolving power systems must continue to deliver electricity 
that is not only reliable and secure but also affordable. 
The event will discuss one of the most salient challenges related to mass renewable energy integration – the pressing 
need to develop flexible power systems. How policy makers, regulators and industry can rethink market design and 
operation to encourage new business models and solutions will be the key to achieving decarbonization commitments 
and sustainable development through renewable energy.  
 
Objective:  
This session will identify pathways and actions policy makers can take to increase renewable energy penetration and 
reach carbon-neutrality in the energy sector, and the role that power system flexibility plays in achieving these goals. 
 
Main Themes: 
As renewable penetration increases in the electricity mix, proper regulatory frameworks, electricity market design and 
incentives for new technologies are vital for creating the conditions to increase power system flexibility. Similarly, 
barriers to technological innovations that can strengthen, and firm energy systems must be identified, addressed and 
overcome. 

In this context, the session will focus on the following questions: 
• What are the main barriers to increasing renewable energy generation and what role does power system 

flexibility play? 
• How can an appropriate regulatory framework for flexibility be designed? 
• How should flexibility be recognized in electricity market design? 
• What mechanisms can allow the demand side to participate more in flexible power systems? 
• How can technologies that provide flexibility, including renewable energy, be incentivized? 
• What are the leading examples of innovative business models globally that provides enhanced flexibility to 

power systems? 
Format:  
The format will consist of a five-person panel composed of ministers and high-level representatives of international 
organizations and/or companies. The session will begin with scene setting remarks by the moderator, followed by key 
messages from each panelist and concluding with a moderated discussion. 


